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Virus outbreak proving 
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Ohio closes schools, limits gatherings 


Max Filby 
The Columbus Dispatch 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


With the closure of K-12 schools 
and the banning of gatherings of more 
than 100 people, Ohio is quickly grind- 
ing to a halt as the coronavirus spreads 
throughout the state. 

Gov. Mike DeWine announced he 
will close all schools at the end of the 
day Monday until April 3. The closures 
do not include child care facilities. 

“We thought long and hard about 
that, and we understand the sacrifice 


this is going to entail, but this is the best 
medical advice we can get from people 
who study viruses,” DeWine said. 

Ohio Department of Health Direc- 
tor Amy Acton signed an order Thurs- 
day banning gatherings of more than 
100 people, the governor said. The ban 
does not include grocery stores, restau- 
rants and bars, forms of transit, athletic 
events that exclude spectators, wed- 
dings, funerals or religious gatherings, 
DeWine said. 

DeWine on Tuesday asked for event 
organizers and sporting events to limit 
spectators. Since then the NBA, NHL, 


Inside & online 


e More on the virus, A1-3, A16, B1, 
B4-B5, C1-3, C5-C6 

e As a public service, virus coverage 
on Dispatch.com is presented at no 
charge 


MLS and Major League Baseball have 
postponed their seasons. 

DeWine said that in the next few 
days the state will issue regulations to 
stop all visitation at nursing homes and 
state psychiatric hospitals. People who 


work at nursing homes and psychiatric 
hospitals will have their temperatures 
tested. 

“This will not last forever ... Every- 
thing we’re doing is temporary,’ DeW- 
ine said. “We will get back to normal in 
Ohio.” 

A fifth Ohioan tested positive for CO- 
VID-19 on Thursday. He is a 55-year-old 
man from Trumbull County. The man 
has been hospitalized in an intensive 
care unit and did not go to work after 
developing symptoms, DeWine said. 


See OHIO, Page A4 
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A solitary person walks outside Nationwide Arena on Thursday, the day when the Blue Jackets were to have played the 
Pittsburgh Penguins there. Earlier in the day, the NHL decided to suspend its season to aid in minimizing exposure and 
transmission of the coronavirus. [DORAL CHENOWETH III/DISPATCH] 


NHL, others halt seasons; March Madness canceled 


Brian Hedger, Adam Jardy, Steve 
Blackledge and Jacob Myers 

The Columbus Dispatch 

USA TODAY NETWORK 


It started Wednesday night with the 
NBA taking swift action to suspend its 
season and steamrolled into Thurs- 
day, affecting all levels of sports in 
Ohio and North America, including the 
NCAA men’s and women’s basketball 
tournaments. 


The coronavirus pandemic put pro- 
fessional, college and high school sea- 
sons alike on hiatus, affecting the Blue 
Jackets, Ohio State basketball, the 
Crew, Major League Baseball and the 
Ohio High School Athletic Association. 

The Blue Jackets had been set to face 
the Pittsburgh Penguins on Thursday 
at what would have been a spectator- 
less Nationwide Arena, but they were 
sent home from their optional morning 
skate. Hours later, after a teleconfer- 


ence of the league’s Board of Gover- 
nors, they learned of the indefinite sus- 
pension of the NHL season. 

“The NHL has been attempting 
to follow the mandates of health ex- 
perts and local authorities, while 
preparing for any possible develop- 
ments without taking premature 
or unnecessary measures,” a state- 
ment issued by the league read. 


See SPORTS, Page A10 


Delays 

in testing 
part of US 
virus mess 


ASSOCIATED PRESS 


The U.S. lag in coronavirus testing 
is “a failing,” a top federal health offi- 
cial said Thursday, and public health 
experts say they still don't have a good 
understanding of how widely the new 
virus has spread. 

That news was among the many 
rapid-fire developments in the vi- 
rus outbreak, which included the 
biggest drop in the U.S. stock mar- 
ket — the Dow Jones industrials 
plunged more than 2,300 points, 
or 10% —since the Black Monday 
crash of 1987 and word that Brazilian 
President Jair Bolsonaro’s com- 
munications director, Fabio Wa- 
jngarten, had attended weekend 
events with President Donald Trump 
in Florida and now has tested positive 
for the coronavirus. Despite the fact 
that Wajngarten was photographed 
right next to Trump, the president 
does not plan to be tested or go into 
self-quarantine, the White House 
said. 

In Washington, the House prepared 
to vote on a sweeping coronavirus- 
relief package, pushing ahead with a 
measure to provide food-security as- 
sistance, a national paid sick-leave 
program, free coronavirus testing and 
strengthened unemployment benefits 
for people affected by the spread of the 
pandemic and the resulting economic 
disruption. 

But even as Democrats laid the 
groundwork for a vote on the Fami- 
lies First Coronavirus Response Act 
— which was hastily cobbled together 
and unveiled after 10 p.m. Wednesday 
— talks were still underway to try to 
bring the Trump administration on 
board. 


See TESTING, Page A3 


Democratic rivals contrast virus views with Trump’s 


Bill Barrow and Randall Chase 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 


WILMINGTON, Del. — Democratic 
presidential candidate Joe Biden on 
Thursday called for a sweeping national 
response to the coronavirus outbreak, 
chiding President Donald Trump for a 
response he said was woefully insuf- 


ficient and warning that the widen- 
ing public health crisis should not be 
viewed through a lens of politics. 

“This administration has left us woe- 
fully unprepared for the exact crisis we 
now face,” Biden said in a speech deliv- 
ered from his hometown of Wilmington 
and tailored to draw sharp contrasts 
between the former vice president and 


the Republican incumbent. 

A short time later, Biden's last Dem- 
ocratic presidential rival, Vermont Sen. 
Bernie Sanders, said the outbreak may 
isolate Americans working from home 
and in quarantine, and he suggested 
the country needed to band together. 


See VIEWS, Page A3 
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Lessons from Alaska 


Elementary school teacher uses 
Iditarod to educate students, B1 


Virus could affect voting 


Scarcity of poll workers 
could impact election, B1 
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High 50 | Low 31 
Forecast, B12 
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